of the MX-5/MGF/MR price band, it is
possibibe 1o shift up fo another price
brocket now inhabited by Mercedes
CL¥s, Voivo C70s ond 3-series BMW
coupés. So 3.7-litre modets ore
£18-30k, while o 5.4 is more, at oround
£50-£35k. Cobrinlets are similarly
priced, but you will start o see £2000
or 50 premitms when the weather ond
season ore in ideol olignment,

If you are not constrained by budget,
then as with just obout every used car,
the koter the betier. The QY hod more
vahves and mare horsepawer than the

stondord 8; 240 versus 214, The 3.2
engine odded o further 30bhp and hod
o redesigned doshboard that finally
mode it eosier io reod the instruments,
Narrawer front tyres olso meant that it
was eosier bo steer. The must-have
Mondéod is the 3.41, which delivers o
healthy 300bhp, hos power steering
and is essentialy an all-new cor; the
gearbox wos turned transverse, the
engine was lowered, the interior was
oll-new and the rear wings were wider.
This is truly the ultimota femily coupe.
Wheeter reckans that o budget of

IGNORANCE AND BLISS

The Mandiod 3 was the

first of the line ond
appeared in mid- 1981, A1
the time CAR asseried
Ehat iwos the Tirst of B
Hot-inlluenced Feraris
Bul noni the weese bt
thal, having stepped

i Pt thie four-seat,
Berlone-styled ond
wmioved 308 GT4. AR
enthusinsm for the
Mondinl wos unchecked;

nsiproofing ond posier,
ks conlly mointenonce
Remember, previous
Fesroris hod been
trucident and highly
sirung. it 5ok well
aihough somesow il
rever managed 1o

Hine Ferrati buyers
moginatices fotally.
Wery i this wanderful
cor 50 unfoirly ignored¥
AR riked

1984 FERRARI
MONDIALQV

Price now: £15.590

we colled 4 a proctcol
Fesrom bofh in tesms of
cabin copactsy and due
o e Inbeadition of
fuel isjeckion; better

£2000-£2500 a yeor will see you
maintain your Mondiol in the shyie 1o
which it hos 1o be accustomed and
probably with cash to spare over o 5000
mileoge. A combelt change ot the two-
year/14,000-mile mark s o relotively
straightforward six-hous, £350 job on
the smaller engines.

An eye neads to be kept an the
comshaft oil seals, ond the rear moin
seals con leak, often through lack of
use. A row of stamps from an established
independent specialist would be very
welcome. Early Mondials con slip out of

Price then: £31,900

Engine: 2925cc dobe, S2VVE,
Td0bbp ot 1O0Impm,

1970 A ot S000mm
Performance: 146mph,
f.4sec [-60mph

Tau: £155

Inswrance: grown 20
Depreciotion: £17,000

the network, but they must foll into the
right experienced hands in order 1o
ensure that work which should be done
is nctunlly done.

Looking ot the beautiful Blue Sera
1984 OV on Tolocrest's forecourt, it is
hard nat to foll for the cor's charms o
£19,990 price tog. So long as it soys
Ferrari on the tin, the four seats shouldn't
gel in omyone's way of enjoying this mid-
engined supercar, [f you have always
promised yourself o Ferrori, then
Mondiol will moke thot dream come
frue, It is the real thing,



WHAT EXACTLY IS A PROPER FERRARI?
Must it be red? ks it absolutely necessary
1o have 12 cylinders under the bonnet?
And hould thot bonnet be ot the frant or
somewhere in the middle? Whatever your
answer is, provided the Ferrori does whot
you want it to, whether thot is drive hard
or simply pose, then you must be having
fun. i you wont to do it cost effectively,
then the dream F40 will have 1o remoin
jurst thot. However, there is o woy into o
contemporary Ferari thot won't break
the bank. it moy be entry level, but the
Mandial iz still a full-on Ferrari.

Unfortunotely some people hove o regl
problem with the Mondiol. Apparently it
con seql up to four and it is olso very
affordable. Mow thot to me doesn't
sound like o recipe for disoster ond it
certainly isn't the long-wheelbase
monstrosity some bar room fifesiwould
hove you believe. No, the Mondial is o
much-maligned and misundersiood, but
importont member of the Ferrari family,
os the generol manoger of leading used
Ferrori dealer Tolocrest, Mike Wheeler, ks
keen to stress, According to Wheeler, the
ondy problem with the Mondial is thot it is

i

now pitched into the highty competitive
pre-owned I+ morketploce. There are
ol sorts of Mercedes, Porsches and
Astons that you con buy,” concedes
VWheeler, ‘ond on aversupply of those
sorts of cors means prices of the Mondial
have softened 1o reflect that. In fact, the
Mondial, like the GT4 before it, was a big
soles success for the compony,”

It i5 o big mistake to think that
because Femori sold a lot of Mondiols
there are o lol oround. The foctory
produced some 1848 of the most
ubigquitous & and OV models, but only

h.
\!

Of A BMW 318

790 were made as right-hand-drive cars.
As with ony Ferrari, the number now
ovailable — beoring in mind exports,
write-offs ond ‘disoppeored’ exomples -
means that ot oy one time thera is only
@ fimy number for sole.

S0 just how soft are the prices? Well,
an early 8 in clean condition is going to
be oround £16,000, but they can be
less, dipping 1o os low as £12,000 in
the nether regions of the clossifieds.
Pick o nice OV, thaugh, for oround the
£20,000 mark and you showld be very
happy indeed. Although thot takes care



